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Mission Creep: From Hospitals to
Workplaces

Once Palantir’s systems are in place, they tend
to spread. At JP Morgan, for example, Palantir
tools encouraged constant surveillance of
workers until investigators were even
monitoring top executives.
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Police in U.S. cities have quietly used Palantir
to build lists of “persons of interest” and map
over-policed neighborhoods, creating
feedback loops that justify even more
surveillance.
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Power, Profits, and Contempt for
Democracy

Palantir sits at the crossroads of tech oligarchs
and authoritarian politics. Thiel has written
that since women got the vote and social
programs expanded, “capitalist democracy”is
basically an oxymoron. He and fellow
billionaires like Elon Musk have poured money
and staff into Trump’s administration, while
Palantir's CEQ boasts that their software exists
to “scare enemies and on occasion kill them.”
As deportations ramp up, Palantir’s ICE
contracts keep growing—turning human
suffering and weakened civil liberties into a
lucrative
business
model.
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What We Can Do

This story isn't just
about tech. It's about
who gets to live freely in a
democracy. We can:

- Demand that cities, universities, companies
refuse or cancel contracts with Palantir and
other surveillance vendors.

- Push Congress and local officials to ban
Palantir from immigration enforcement and
block any national “super-database.”

- Support immigrant-led groups, legal
defense funds, and rapid-response networks
that support ICE victims. = O]

Material drawn from 404 Media, NYU Stern

Center for Business and Human Rights,

The Guardian, Robert Reich oL,

in January 2026 itsblueturn.com
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PALANTIR & THE POLICE STATE
How one tech company is
helping build the machinery
of mass surveillance and
deportation

Use this zine to start a conversation



